Project Fact Sheet
Glenn Highway MP 53-56 Reconstruction Moose Creek Canyon Project
This project will:

Project Overview

»

Improve safety and roadway quality

»

Better facilitate roadway
maintenance

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
(DOT&PF), in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), proposes to improve a 3-mile section of the Glenn Highway
from Milepost (MP) 53 to 56, a section of road that currently has an
undesirable steep grade and tight curves with limited sight distances.
The project will mitigate the unstable gravel slopes of Moose Creek
Canyon and will provide accommodation for pedestrians and
bicyclists.

Purpose and Need

The purpose and need of the Glenn
Highway MP 53–56 Reconstruction Project
– Moose Creek Canyon is to provide a
safe highway with an acceptable Level of
Service for anticipated traffic for the next
20 years or more.

Project Background

Originally constructed in 1941, on the eve of World War II, the Glenn
Highway is overdue for repairs and renovation. The highway currently
serves area residents, the traveling public, commercial trucks,
tour company vehicles, and other users, with an average volume
of approximately 3,000 vehicles per day in the project area that is
growing less than 2 percent per year.
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Figure 1: Location and Vicinity Map
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Get Involved

DOT&PF will work with stakeholders, relay
accurate and timely information about the
project, and consider stakeholders’ comments
and concerns relating to design and construction
traffic control.
You can participate in the Glenn Highway MP
53–56 Reconstruction Project – Moose Creek
Canyon in several ways:
» Sign up for our email contact list – receive
meeting notices, project announcements,
and other up-to-date information in your
email inbox.
»

»

Attend a public meeting – attend a meeting
to learn more about the project and to have
your voice heard.
Leave a comment for the project team –
leave a comment by downloading a PDF
comment form and sending it via email to
the project email or visit the Contact Us
page for further options.

Contact

You can email the project team directly at

info@glennhighwayatmoosecreek.com. If
you have a question for the Project Manager or
Public Involvement Lead, contact them using the
information below.
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities
Clint Adler, Project Manager
Email: Clint.Adler@alaska.gov
Phone 907-269-0544
HDR Public Involvement
Josie Wilson, Public Involvement Lead
Email: info@glennhighwayatmoosecreek.com
Phone: 907-644-2000

Project Schedule
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Prior to 2021, DOT&PF was pursuing an alternative that realigned
the highway between MP 53 and MP 56 and included a new bridge
over Moose Creek approximately 2,800 feet south of the existing
bridge. In late 2020, DOT&PF determined that this alternative is
no longer prudent due to escalating project costs, unanticipated
environmental impacts, and right-of-way acquisition difficulties.
Additionally, FHWA recently revised controlling highway design
criteria guidance, allowing greater flexibility for performancebased practical solutions to the unique challenges in this highway
segment.1 Consequently, DOT&PF is now working with the FHWA
to reconfigure the project to an alternative that minimizes these
impacts while satisfying the purpose and need of the project.

Cost

The Glenn Highway MP 53–56 Reconstruction Project – Moose
Creek Canyon is federally funded with a state match of about 9
percent. The total estimated cost of the project is $35 million—
including design, right-of-way acquisition, utility, and construction
costs. This is roughly half the estimated cost of the original
alternative. DOT&PF will further refine the cost estimates as
project design progresses.

Schedule

The Department is working with the FHWA to redefine the
preferred alternative for this section of highway.

DOT&PF is now reevaluating alternatives to improve the highway
and replace the existing bridge in a manner that will minimize
impacts on historic and cultural resources. The duration
of construction activities will be determined as the project
progresses.

The Department will schedule public meetings in 2022 to provide
information as the project progresses.
1

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/design/standards/160505.cfm
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Acquisition
Construction

Construction is anticipated to begin in 2024, pending funding availability, and anticipated to take 2 years to complete.
This is subject to change based on the updated project direction.
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