
Project Fact Sheet
Glenn Highway, MP 53-56 Reconstruction -   

Moose Creek Canyon Project

Project Overview 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in 
coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes to 
improve the Glenn Highway between Mileposts (MP) 53 and 56, a section of 
road that currently has an undesirable steep grade and tight curves with limited 
sight distances. The unstable gravel slopes of Moose Creek Canyon also result 
in ongoing rock fall issues on the roadway, leading to maintenance challenges 
beyond those caused by the steep, narrow road. 

To address these safety and maintenance issues, DOT&PF previously identified 
a preferred alternative that realigned the highway at MP 53–56 and constructed 
a new bridge over Moose Creek approximately 2,800 feet downstream from the 
existing bridge. In September 2020, DOT&PF began the process of reevaluating 
available alternatives to improve the highway. This new direction for the project 
is in light of DOT&PF’s duty of good stewardship of the environment, historical 
and cultural resources, and taxpayer resources.

This project will: 

 » Improve safety and roadway 
quality 

 » Better facilitate roadway 
maintenance

 » Widen the roadway to 12-
foot lanes 
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Project Background
Originally constructed during World War II, the Glenn Highway is 
overdue for repairs and renovation. Due to a rising population and 
increased transport of goods, traffic on the Glenn has increased over 
time. The highway currently serves area residents, the traveling public, 
commercial trucks, tour company vehicles, and other users, with an 
average of approximately 3,000 vehicles per day in the project area. 

Cost
The Glenn Highway MP 53–56 Reconstruction – Moose Creek Canyon 
Project is federally funded with a state match of approximately 9%. As of 
September 2020, the total estimated cost of the project is approximately 
$70 million, including design, right-of-way acquisition, utility , and 
construction costs. Cost estimates will be further refined after the 
project alternatives are reevaluated and project design is finalized.

Schedule 
This project is currently in the design and right-of-way acquisition  
phase. DOT&PF conducted a reevaluation of the original environmental 
documentation in consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office, 
the Chickaloon Village Traditional Council, and other local stakeholders. 
As part of the process, the project team identified a historic coal mining 
district and other culturally sensitive resources within the project area. 
Supplementary cultural resource investigations were conducted during 
the 2020 summer field season. 

Due to recent developments concerning right-of-way, cultural and 
historical resource impacts, and projected availability of funding, DOT&PF 
concluded that proceeding with the currently preferred alternative, 
which includes a new alignment and Moose Creek Bridge, may no longer 
be prudent. DOT&PF is beginning the process to reevaluate alternatives 
to improve the highway. Construction is dependent on availability of 
funding. The duration of construction activities will be determined as 
the project progresses.

Public meetings are scheduled for late 2020 for project communication 
and public outreach.

Purpose
The purpose of the Glenn Highway, MP 
53-56 Reconstruction - Moose Creek 
Canyon Project is to increase safety and 
to accommodate anticipated traffic for 
the next 20 years. 

Get Involved
Your feedback is important and will be 
considered by the project design team 
as they continue work on the project’s 
design and plan for construction. 
We will keep the public informed of 
project progress via e-newsletters, 
the project website, and public 
meetings. Please visit the website at 
www.GlennHighwayatMooseCreek.com 
to submit comments on and learn 
more about the project. You can also 
sign up for the project email list 
to receive up-to-date information 
on future opportunities to provide 
feedback and participate in 
the process. 

Contact
If you would like to request additional 
information or share your ideas, 
please contact: 

Josie Wilson
Public Involvement, HDR
info@GlennHighwayatMooseCreek.com
907-644-2000 
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Construction is anticipated to begin in 4Q 2022, pending funding availability, and anticipated to take 2 years to complete.
This schedule is subject to change based on the updated proejct direction.
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